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towns, make up the necessary quorum of sixty. The
representatives of the great landowning classes in the
provinces, who were intended to exercise the chief in-
fluence in this Assembly, put in an appearance only on
the rarest occasions when a formal vote has hastily to be
taken on the results of the session's labours. This is
decidedly a drawback.

" The first question of many of those who come to
Berlin for this purpose usually is, ' When shall we get
home again ?' On the discussion of the Protection of
Game BUI, a measure of the highest importance to the
landed proprietors in particular, and which threatened
them with intolerable vexations, there were, if we are
not mistaken, only some eighty members of the Upper
House present, and of these hardly twenty belonged to
the class of provincial landowners whose interests were
threatened by this measure."

" (We must now conclude by pointing the moral of
these   considerations.)     If the Government wishes to
carry on an effective policy, and not merely to administer
separate departments, it must recognise the necessity of
trying whether a better treatment of the Upper House,
putting it on a more  equal  footing  with the Lower
House, would not induce its members to take a more
active and regular part in the work of the Diet   Business
cannot continue to be thus conducted if the desired
regeneration of the House is to be brought about,    For
who can offer any sound and convincing objection to the
excuse which might be alleged by the majority of the
133 members of the Upper House who, out of a total of
300, attended the last division, for not having put in
an appearance until the last fortnight of the session ?
That excuse might have been framed as follows :   'What
should we have done here had we come earlier ?     Per-
haps wait at the door of the Lower House until the